EARLY   IMPRESSIONS

eight years spent amongst them, I can truly say
that my love has deepened, and my sympathies be-
come enlarged, for these charming but, alas, too
often unhappy followers of Mohammed.

Our knowledge of Persia extends especially to
three cities, in each of which we spent a year.
Isphahan, as we have seen, was our first home, then
came a year at Kerman, a distance of some 500
miles separating the two cities. Finally we spent
a very happy year at Yezd, that City of Sand, situ-
ated midway between Isphahan and Kerman. Of
each of these cities we shall hear more in other
chapters.

Persia has well been called the Land of the
Lion and the Sun. Certainly the latter name is
well deserved, for the sun is almost always shining,
and without the brilliant sunshine we should hardly
recognise it as the land of Persia.

The symbol of the Lion and the Sun originated
in the days when the Zoroastrians were the in-
habitants of the land. The Sun, being the emblem
of the Fire Worshippers, was taken as their national
badge. The Lion was added later because Ali, the
grandson of Mohammed, was called "The Lion of
God/3 The woman's face in the Sun was inserted
some years later by one of the Persian kings as a
tribute to his favourite wife.

The sunshine of Persia forms one of its greatest
attractions. Even in winter the dull, cloudy days
are few and far between, When by chance a rainy
day does come, the people are so surprised and taken
aback that they seem paralysed for the time being,
and are unable to go about their usual business.
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